From very early times the opening verses of the Prologue of the Fourth Gospel have been taken to have a specific reference to the divine activity of creation 'in the beginning'. The earliest commentator on the Fourth Gospel, Heracleon, the friend of Valentinus the Gnostic, interpreted
John 13 in the light of the typical Gnostic dualism; 'he said that it was the Logos who caused the demiurge to make the world'.' Dr A. Orbe 2 has shown how popular this text was with the Gnostics of the second century and how they Gospel with the words 'in the beginning', the Fourth Evangelist had Genesis 11 in mind. Similarly it would be foolish to deny that the use of sZvac in verses 1-2 and in verse 3 is intended to convey the contrast between the absoluteness of the being of God and His Logos and the contingency of the existence of everything other than God and His Logos. Nevertheless it is necessary to raise the question whether in fact John 13 has a specific reference to creation or rather a very wide general reference to the whole activity of God ad extra. If the latter is the case then the cosmology of the Prologue is reduced to a passing reference in verse 10: 'the world was made through him'. In the Gospel as a whole John is not interested in cosmology. His interest is in the saving activity of God in Jesus Christ, His only Son. He states his purpose in writing the Gospel quite explicitly when he says: 'These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in his name' (2031). The Gospel is John's demonstration that Jesus of Nazareth is God's unique Son 18, 316, 18) through faith in whom men may receive salvation and become children of God ( 1 12 ) . All the deeds which Jesus does and all the words that he speaks are evidence which demands that conclusion. Apart from Jesus no man can see God (118, 149) . He and the Father are one (io3°) not only in a moral sense but essentially.,? for Jesus says: 'I am in the Father and the Father in me ' (1038, 1410, 11, 1721) . He and the Father are also one in words and deeds; the deeds which he does are the Father's (536, 94, 1025, 3?, 38, 1 41°, n) 
